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Phillip Moore, Claudia Hershman and Irving Hershman talked about Israel in Farmington Hills, Mich., recently.

By PAUL VITELLO
Published: May 5, 2010

FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich. — Criticizing Israel has long been the SIGN IN TO
RECOMMEND
equivalent of touching a third rail in many Jewish families and

friendships, relegating disagreements to a conversational
demilitarized zone where only the innocent and foolhardy go.

[E] TWITTER

[=] SIGNINTO E-

MAIL
ated “You cannot really engage in that = PRINT
Relate s -
conversation,” said Phillip Moore, a [E SINGLE PAGE
Obama Tries to Mend Fences With : . .
American Jews (May 5, 2010) teacher in this Detro_lt_suburb who has [ REPRINTS
embraced strong opinions on many SHARE

Blog topics in his life — on politics,

Stephen McGee for The New York Times

education, even religion — but avoids
the subject of Israel at gatherings of

The Caucus
The latest on

nm:uu SEL!I:TIIII
FIIJ|| FESI'I‘I'.I.L

President Obama,

X e his Jewish relatives.
his administration

and other news
from Washington

“You raise a question about the security forces or the

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html?emc=etal[5/8/2010 3:52:58 PM]

Advertise on NYTimes.com

Today's Headlines Daily E-Mail

ﬂmrs Sign up for a roundup of the day's top stories, sent every

——-. morning.
‘. ] I I

See Sample | Privacy Policy

| Sign Up

Advertise on NYTimes.com

MOST POPULAR

E-MAILED @ BLOGGED SEARCHED VIEWED

1. Gail Collins: What Every Girl Should Know

. Nicholas D. Kristof: New Alarm Bells About
Chemicals and Cancer

N

. 10 Days In a Carry-On

. The Besieged and the Beautiful in Languedoc

. Charting Creativity: Signposts of a Hazy Territory
. A Sampling of Chinglish

. The Jewish Question: British Anti-Semitism

0 N o o0 A W

. Movie Review |'Babies': Awwwwww, Ewwww, Who's
a Good Baby?

9. 36 Hours in Houston

10. Paul Krugman: A Money Too Far



http://www.nytimes.com/
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/category/the-44th-president/
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/category/the-44th-president/
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/category/111th-congress/
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/category/111th-congress/
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://video.nytimes.com/video/playlist/politics/1194811622221/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/opinion/editorialsandoped/editorials/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/opinion/editorialsandoped/oped/columnists/index.html
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/05/world/05prexy.html?ref=politics
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/05/world/05prexy.html?ref=politics
http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/v/paul_vitello/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://www.nytimes.com/marketing/email/samples/todaysheadlines.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/08/opinion/08collins.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/opinion/06kristof.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/opinion/06kristof.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2010/05/06/business/businessspecial/20100506-pack-ss.html?src=me&ref=general
http://travel.nytimes.com/2010/05/09/travel/09Languedoc.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/08/books/08creative.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2010/05/03/world/asia/20100503_CHINGLISH.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/09/books/review/Bloom-t.html?src=me&ref=general
http://movies.nytimes.com/2010/05/07/movies/07babies.html?src=me&ref=general
http://movies.nytimes.com/2010/05/07/movies/07babies.html?src=me&ref=general
http://travel.nytimes.com/2010/05/09/travel/09hours.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/07/opinion/07krugman.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BI2pg5MDlS9OZK8yTmgfy8rDDCsa2j7UB_sXKoROalLSNBoC1GBABGAEg7JqNDDgAUOGvhcEEYMmet4fco_AQsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugEQMDcyOHg5MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAtoBOWh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMC8wNS8wNi91cy9wb2xpdGljcy8wNmpld3MuaHRtbMACAagDAegD9AXoA6YE6AOMA-gDjgP1AwAEAgD1AyAgAgA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtziuXNsChqhvcEfaKOsKLtz1u-jEw&client=ca-nytimes_display_block&adurl=http://www.matadorrecords.com/matablog/the-new-pornographers-together/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BI2pg5MDlS9OZK8yTmgfy8rDDCsa2j7UB_sXKoROalLSNBoC1GBABGAEg7JqNDDgAUOGvhcEEYMmet4fco_AQsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugEQMDcyOHg5MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAtoBOWh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMC8wNS8wNi91cy9wb2xpdGljcy8wNmpld3MuaHRtbMACAagDAegD9AXoA6YE6AOMA-gDjgP1AwAEAgD1AyAgAgA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtziuXNsChqhvcEfaKOsKLtz1u-jEw&client=ca-nytimes_display_block&adurl=http://www.matadorrecords.com/matablog/the-new-pornographers-together/
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-nytimes_display_block%26adU%3Dmatadorrecords.com%26adT%3DImageAd%26gl%3DUS%26hideleadgen%3D1&usg=AFQjCNGzVi4FT4jJRlaYmp_COCkXmkNkfA
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html?emc=eta1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html?emc=eta1&pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html?emc=eta1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06/us/politics/06jews.html?emc=eta1&pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us/politics&pos=Frame4A&sn2=4e88d5fe/69d06416&sn1=dea95fc6/902a601b&camp=foxsearch2010_emailtools_1225562c_nyt5&ad=Cyrus_120x60_01.25&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fcyrus
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us/politics&pos=Bar1&sn2=629f7253/3c5df4ce&sn1=d5e9462f/59f4a72&camp=nyt2010-circ-bar1_non-hp-34U7K&ad=061809-bar1_non-hp_34U7K&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D34U7K
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/view/user/undefined
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/view/user/undefined
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/08/opinion/08collins.html?src=tp
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/getstarted

On Israel, Jews and Leaders Often Disagree - NYTimes.com

Z'ﬁd around the nation. Join the settlements and you are suddenly being compared to a Go to Complete List »
Iscussion. R . .
Holocaust denier,” said Mr. Moore, 62. “It's just not a
rational discussion, so | keep quiet.”

= More Politics News

[, Enlarge This Image

and the Israeli government over the stalled Middle East '
peace process has put the questions underlying those

long-avoided family discussions directly in the public
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The issues arose last month when American officials

policies. openly rebuked Israel over the announcement of new - The high costs of fallen arches

housing plans in east Jerusalem, and are likely to grow as

indirect talks between Israelis and Palestinians, mediated nytimes.com HEALTH
by the Obama administration, resume this week. President Obama, working to ease those
tensions, met on Tuesday with the Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel, who had criticized the ADVERTISEMENTS

administration in an advertisement last month.
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Many other prominent Jews, representing the conservative organizational leadership

that has been the dominant voice of the Jewish community for decades, have also Follow The New York Times on Twitter
recently criticized the Obama administration’s pressure on Israel. Some have even

accused the White House of sabotaging the foundations of the Jewish state. Watch today's top videos

Former Mayor Edward 1. Koch of New York spoke for many stalwart Israel backers last See the news in the making. Watch

Sunday when he told an angry crowd of 500 gathered outside the Israeli Consulate in TimesCast, & daily news videc.

Manhattan, in a videotaped statement, that President Obama’s demand for a settlement

freeze in East Jerusalem was nothing less than an orchestrated effort “to undermine the -
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outspoken wing of Israel supporters has begun to challenge the old-school reflexive
support of the country’s policies, suggesting that one does not have to be slavish to
Israeli policies to love Israel.

Traditional Jewish Burial
“Most Jews have mixed feelings about Israel,” said Rabbi Tamara Kolton of the ’é:;;”frfe”g eral home adjacent (o Long Island's Jewish
Birmingham Temple, a secular humanistic congregation in Farmington Hills. “They piwElneragomecony
support Israel, but it's complicated. Until now, you never heard from those people. You Camp Judaea, NC
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heard only from the organized ones, the ones who are 100 percent certain: ‘we’re right,
www.CampJudaea.org

they’re wrong.”
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In the 2008 election, 78 percent of Jewish voters supported Mr. Obama, and surveys m@_ls,ae,f‘andmnd_ﬁom Y Y

have suggested that most continue to back his policies.

In a survey taken after the diplomatic skirmish of March, the American Jewish
Committee — the heart of the traditional mainstream — found little change in the level
of Jewish support for Mr. Obama’s handling of relations with Israel. The survey found
that 55 percent approved of his handling of Israeli relations, compared with 54 percent
last year. (His disapproval rating rose five points, to 37 percent.)

Jeremy Ben-Ami, the founder of a Washington lobby known as J Street, the latest of
several organizations representing the voice of liberal Jews who support Israel but not all
its policies, said many people have long felt ignored or silenced by the pro-Israel
establishment in the United States.

“People are tired of being told that you are either with us or against us,” he said. “The
majority of American Jews support the president, support the two-state solution and do
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not feel that they have been well represented by organizations that demand obedience to
every wish of the Israeli government. If you had taken their word for it, Obama should
have gotten 12 percent of the Jewish vote. But he got 80. That should say something.”

Within the vast spectrum of opinion, though, American Jews continue to have strong
attachments to Israel, and the recent tensions have produced intense, often angry,
debate. The rancor led delegates at the annual convention of the Jewish Council for
Public Affairs, an umbrella community relations group that includes almost all major
American Jewish organizations, to adopt a resolution in February calling for a halt to “a
level of uncivility, particularly over issues pertaining to Israel, that has not been
witnessed in recent memory.”

Abraham Foxman, the national director of the Anti-Defamation | eague, predicted that
Mr. Obama’s approval ratings among Jews would soon reflect what he called “a deep
distress” over his approach.

“People are angry,” he said. “Americans do not want peace shoved down the throats of
the Israelis.”

But Professor Steven M. Cohen, a sociologist at Hebrew Union College in Manhattan who
co-wrote a study last year charting a steep decline in attachment to Israel among
younger Jews, said the younger and liberal-leaning are frustrated at being labeled “anti-
Israel” or even anti-Semitic for expressing opposition to Israel’s treatment of Palestinians
in the occupied territories.
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This article has been revised to reflect the following correction:
Correction: May 5, 2010

An earlier version of this article gave an incorrect first name for Former Mayor Edward I.
Koch of New York.
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