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"defense of religious freedom, even
though the SVP is the largest party in the
Swiss Parliament and has two of the
seven government ministries."

The American Jewish Committee's David
Harris echoed these statements. "The
referendum result amounts to an attack
on the fundamental values of mutual
respect,” he said.

"While there are certainly understandable concerns in Europe over Islamist extremism,
these cannot be legitimately addressed through a blanket assault on Muslim communities
and their religious symbols," he added.

Meanwhile, it appeared that Italy might hold an anti-minaret referendum of its own.

Roberto Caldeoli, leader of Italy's right-wing Northern League party, said, "Respect for
other religions is important, but we must put the brakes on Muslim propaganda, or else
we will end up with an Islamic political party."

French Ambassador Christophe Bigot told The Jerusalem Post that "Muslims, like
Catholics, like Jews, should be allowed to worship the way they wish. So why limit
construction of mosques?

"What is important in Europe is to work for moderate Islam, for an Islam that is based on
education, openness and freedom. The decision of the Swiss state will be to limit the
activities of the worshipers.

"I don't think this is very helpful. This promotes the idea that we have a problem with
Muslims. We don't have problem with Muslims. We have problem with Islamists, and
Islamists and Muslims are two radical differences. And this kind of decision blurs the
lines."

Asked if France's ban on the burka was not the same, Bigot answered, "A minaret is part
of the mosque, and the Muslims go to the mosque if they are religious. A very small
percentage of women wear the burka. And here we are talking about a very, very isolated
minority among Muslims."

Asked if the burka ban was an infringement of religious freedom, Bigot replied that
"religious freedom has to be combined with the duties of every citizen, and among the
duties of every citizen - this is the French perception - there is kind of a minimum
agreement of shared values, and among them is that every woman has the same rights
as every man.

"And, as we know, the burka most times is imposed on women by men. So just from this
perspective we don't think burka is appropriate. This is not a free act, itis an imposed
situation placed on them."

Asked if the minaret ban could spread to other European countries, Bigot said that “the
issue is different in France. The discussion we have is how do you finance the
construction of mosques, and how do you create a national Islam.

"How much are we able to curb the influence of foreign countries on Islam in France. This
we think is a valid debate, because we want a French Islam; we don't want an Islam that
is importing values form parts of the world completely disconnected from European
values."

Hegumen Filaret (Bulekov), a Moscow Patriarchate representative at the Council of
Europe, voiced support for Switzerland's ban.

"Accusing Switzerland that it is somehow discriminating against the Islamic minority would
be at least lopsided," Filaret told Interfax new service.

"The issue of minarets is not an issue of religious freedom, but it is an issue of political
presence of people of a certain faith and ethnic background in a country. Taking into
account a rapid rate of Islamization, visible signs of Muslims' presence would have, in
particular, a political tint," he said.
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Arthur Rosen - Canada (12/05/2009 10:13)
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chris simpson - Australia (12/05/2009 09:56)

201. The minaret in itself is an architectual feature of the mospue serving multiple
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Ernest - (12/05/2009 09:41)
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198. 156 - other bob - right thing to do for who - a good deed? that depends on whose
viewpoint. therein lies the problem
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197. Muslims and their minartets
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196. With all due respect Rabbi Dunner,the moderate Muslims nowadays...
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194. #185 stop repeating like a parrot
stop repeating like a parrot - (12/05/2009 08:10)

193. Re #184 "IRAN #1" | Agree with you...
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192. | am another Hebrew who thinks it is wrong for Muslims to be so intolerant (no
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191. tell the Jewish groups to take a hike!
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190. Liberalism is intolerant for any morality outside of its own. Liberalism rejects the
inherent sanctity of life, giving importance to how you feel
Asher - usa (12/05/2009 07:36)

189. This is what happens to confused far left "liberal (whatever that subjectively
meansj) jews, void of identity and often KNOWLEDGE of Judaism
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188. 155 Youre right. In Islams case most muslims ancestors were forced to convert to
Islam. Youre right you didnt get to choose.
jae - usa (12/05/2009 07:23)

187. Islam = conquest of the world, subservience to 1 pedophile terrorist; Judaism=
conquest of mans humanity. BIG DIFFERENCE
jae - usa (12/05/2009 07:20)

186. 1.57 Billion Muslims. Let them find their own wise men, lawyers, statesmen, al-
Jewsneera, the Pope even for support.
Arthur Rosen - Canada (12/05/2009 07:19)

185. First they came for the communists,
Anonymous - USA (12/05/2009 07:10)

184. Indeed some jews are idiots
IRAN#1 - (12/05/2009 06:31)

183. minarets
brahm - (12/05/2009 06:21)
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RedHogg - (12/05/2009 06:06)

181. Foolish Action
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Ben - Australia (12/05/2009 04:46)
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= Explosion kills 101 in Russian nightclub

= Jewish groups back Muslims on minaret ban

= NATO: 7,000 more troops to Afghanistan

= Pakistan: 35 killed in mosque terror attack

= US-Russian nuclear treaty expires, talks continue
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